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What I’ll speak about

• Trends in total population
• Changes in age structure
• Geographical differences within Scotland
• Life expectancy
• Healthy life expectancy
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Looking backward 
Trends since 1855
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Looking forward 
Actual and projected population 1951-2033 

(2006 and 2008 based projections)
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As well as showing trends in the total 
population, the projections also show 
the differences between age groups
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Age structure 2008 and 2033 
(Percentage of total population)
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Age structure 2008 and 2033 
(Numbers)
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Dependency Ratio

• “Dependency ratio” is number of children and 
pensioners per 100 people of working age

• As the age structure of Scotland’s population 
changes, the ratio will change as well
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Dependency ratio 1951-2033 
(2006 and 2008 based projections)

1 Between 2010 and 2020 the retirement 
age for women will rise from 60 to 65 and 
then between 2024 and 2026 will rise for 
both men and women to 66.
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Dependency Ratio

• In 1974, 27% of population were children and 16% 
pensioners

• In 2012, 17% will be children and 20% pensioners
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Geography is important
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Geographical distribution of over 75s, 2006 
(Percentage of total population)
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Geographical distribution of over 75s, 2031 
(Percentage of total population)
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Geographical distribution of over 75s, 2031 
(Percentage of total population)
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Life expectancy has important 
geographical dimension too
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Life expectancy at birth 2006-08
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Scotland in the UK setting
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Projected population growth, 2008-2033
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Projected percentage change in 
population 2008-2033

Scotland - Children
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ONS Data Visualisation Tool

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/ageingintheuk/agemap.html
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Healthy Life Expectancy

• Healthy life expectancy (HLE) is defined as the 
number of years people can expect to live in good 
health. 

• The discrepancy between healthy and total life 
expectancy (LE) therefore indicates the length of 
time people can expect to spend in poor health.
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/TrendData


General Register Office
for

S C O T L A N D
information about Scotland's people

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/TrendData
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Conclusions

• Ageing the most important demographic change 
which faces us

• 84% increase in over 75s by 2033, to 13% of 
population or 700,000+

• Dependency ratio not unprecedented
• Big geographic differences – over 75s in 2031, 

Dumfries & Galloway 18%, Glasgow 8%
• Focus on healthy life expectancy – lag on life 

expectancy and big inequalities
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