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0-15 24,056 22,536 46,592 19.0% 0-15 466,592 445,202 911,794 17.5%
16-29 19,363 17,715 37,078 15.1% 16-29 496,692 478,692 975,384 18.7%
30-44 23,644 25,244 48,888 19.9% 30-44 503,965 531,829 1,035,794 19.8%
45-59 28,017 28,114 56,131 22.8% 45-59 528,322 563,825 1,092,147 20.9%
60-74 19,545 19,621 39,166 15.9% 60-74 379,685 421,661 801,346 15.3%
75+ 7,406 10,519 17,925 7.3% 75+ 155,059 250,576 405,635 7.8%

All ages 122,031 123,749 245,780 100.0% All ages 2,530,315 2,691,785 5,222,100 100.0%

Population

Age group

The 2010 population for Aberdeenshire is 245,780; an increase of 0.9 per cent from 243,510 in 2009. The population of Aberdeenshire accounts for 4.7 per cent of the total population of Scotland.

In Aberdeenshire, 15.1 per cent of the population are aged 16 to 29 years. This is smaller than Scotland where 18.7 per cent are aged 16 to 29 years. Persons aged 60 and over make up 23.2 per cent of 
Aberdeenshire. This is larger than Scotland where 23.1 per cent are aged 60 and over.

Estimated population of Aberdeenshire and Scotland, by age group, 2010

Total pop. of 
Aberdeenshire

% of total pop. of 
Aberdeenshire Age group Total pop. of 

Scotland
Female pop. 

Aberdeenshire
Male pop. 

Aberdeenshire
% of total pop. 

of Scotland

Estimated population of Aberdeenshire by age and sex, 30 June 2010 Estimated population of Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 1984-2010

Since 1984, Aberdeenshire's total population has risen overall. Scotland's population has also risen over this period.

Male pop. 
Scotland

Female pop. 
Scotland

Aberdeenshire Council Area - Demographic Factsheet
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Male Female Male Female

Aberdeenshire 1,490  1,413  1,361  1,366  

Scotland 30,165  28,881  29,872  28,919  

Live births by sex, Aberdeenshire, 2000-2010

* Live births per 1,000 women aged 15 - 44 

-6.1%

% change in total no. of births
 2009-2010

Births 2010

General Fertility Rate* (GFR) in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2005-2010

Fertility in Aberdeenshire decreased from 65.2 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44 in 2009, to 61.3 in 2010. For Scotland as a whole, the general feritlity rate decreased from 56.6 births per 1,000 women aged 15 
to 44 in 2009, to 56.5 in 2010.

The most popular name given to boys born in Aberdeenshire in 2011 was Jack and the most popular name given to girls was both Emily and Sophie.

Births in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2009 and 2010

Between 2009 and 2010 Aberdeenshire experienced a 6.1 per cent decrease in the number of births, dropping from 2,903 in 2009, to 2,727 in 2010. The number of births in Scotland fell by 0.4 per cent.

Births 2009

Births (calendar year)

-0.4%
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Deaths and age specific death rates by age group, the combined years 2008-2010

Male Female All Persons Male Female All Persons
0 22 706 3.4 1.7 2.6 4.4 3.5 4.0

1-14 19 291 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
15-29 82 1,981 1.1 0.4 0.8 1.0 0.4 0.7
30-44 182 5,080 1.5 0.9 1.2 2.2 1.1 1.6
45-64 961 25,264 5.2 3.7 4.5 7.4 4.7 6.0
65+ 5,428 130,201 46.2 46.2 46.2 52.4 48.2 50.0

All ages 6,694 163,523 8.9 9.5 9.2 10.4 10.6 10.5

Cause of death in males, Aberdeenshire, 2010* Cause of death in females, Aberdeenshire, 2010*

* Due to rounding these figures may differ slightly from those published in Vital Events Reference Tables.  See 'Data sources' for link to this data.

The number of deaths in Aberdeenshire increased from 2,185 in 2009 to 2,252 in 2010.  Over the period 2008 to 2010 the overall death rate was lower for males than for females.

Compared to Scotland over the period 2008 to 2010, Aberdeenshire had a lower death rate. The main cause of death in Aberdeenshire was circulatory disease, followed by cancer.

Age specific death rate per 1,000 people, Scotland

Deaths (calendar year)

Age specific death rate per 1,000 people, AberdeenshireDeaths in 
Aberdeenshire Deaths in ScotlandAge group

30.6%

35.0%
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0-15 1,807 1,232 575
16-29 2,680 2,798 -118
30-44 2,802 1,752 1,050
45-64 1,481 1,364 117
65+ 472 447 25

All ages 9,242 7,593 1,649

*Migration figures are based on a 3-year average and include migration within Scotland, between Scotland and the rest of the UK, and between Scotland and overseas. They do not include asylum seekers and armed forces movements.

Life Expectancy for Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 1998-2000 and 2008-2010 Life expectancy at birth in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2008-2010

Male Female Male Female
2008-2010 78.2 81.7 17.9 19.9
1998-2000 75.2 80.2 - -

Male Female Male Female
2008-2010 75.8 80.4 16.8 19.3

1998-2000 72.9 78.4 - -
% Change 

between 1998-
2000 and 2008-

2010

4.1% 2.6% - -

Aberdeenshire

Life expectancy at birth Life expectancy at 65

Life expectancy at birth Life expectancy at 65

Scotland

-

On average in 2008-10 there was a net inflow of 1,649 people into Aberdeenshire per year, meaning that 
more people entered Aberdeenshire (9,242 per year) than left (7,593 per year). The 30 to 44 year olds 
age group accounted for the largest group of in-migrants into Aberdeenshire. The largest group of out-
migrants was  the 16 to 29 year olds.

Female life expectancy at birth (81.7 years) is greater than male life expectancy (78.2 years), and both were greater than the Scottish average. Male life expectancy at birth in Aberdeenshire is improving more rapidly 
than female life expectancy.

Average migration in and out of Aberdeenshire, 
2008-10*

Life Expectancy

-

0

Migration

% Change 
between 1998-
2000 and 2008-

2010

1.8%4.0%

Migration, in, out, and net, Aberdeenshire, annual average 2008-10*

In Aberdeenshire female life expectancy at age 65 (19.9 years) is greater than male life expectancy at age 65 (17.9 years).
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Number of people marrying in Aberdeenshire and Scotland by 10-year age group, 2010 Number of marriages in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2000-2010

Age group
No. of people 
marrying in 

Aberdeenshire

No. of people 
marrying in 

Scotland

% of people 
marrying in 

Aberdeenshire

% of people 
marrying in 

Scotland

16-24 266 5,324 10.9% 9.3%

25-34 1,310 27,810 53.6% 48.8%

35-44 502 13,595 20.6% 23.9%

45+ 364 10,231 14.9% 18.0%

All ages 2,442 56,960 100.0% 100.0%

Male Female Male Female

Aberdeenshire 5 3 3 6

Scotland 219 279 197 268

Civil partnerships in Aberdeenshire have increased in 2010 compared with 2009.

Scotland has seen a decrease during the same period of time.

2010
Civil Partnerships in Aberdeenshire and Scotland by sex, 2009 and 2010

2009

There were 1,221 marriages in Aberdeenshire in 2010; an increase of 2.2 per cent from 2009.
In Aberdeenshire 53.6 per cent of people marrying in 2010 were aged 25-34. In Scotland as a whole 48.8 per cent of people marrying were in this age group.
Since 2000 the number of marriages in Aberdeenshire has risen by 17.7 per cent.

Marriages & Civil Partnerships

Scotland has seen an increase during the same period of time.
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The population aged under 16 in Aberdeenshire is projected to increase by 10.6 per cent over the 25 year period.

Projected population, by age group, in Aberdeenshire, 2008-2033
Ba Base year

2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 2033
0-15 46,335 45,678 46,559 48,059 49,690 51,239
16-29 35,384 40,083 41,159 40,303 40,105 41,003
30-49 70,141 66,338 63,549 64,227 68,405 71,616
50-64 51,328 54,755 58,598 59,881 56,283 51,529
65-74 21,087 25,930 30,225 32,613 35,174 37,578
75+ 17,185 20,010 23,805 30,165 36,325 42,388

All ages 241,460 252,794 263,895 275,248 285,982 295,353

* Natural change equals births minus deaths

By 2033 the population of Aberdeenshire is projected to be 295,353, an increase of 22.3 per cent compared to the population in 2008. The population of Scotland is projected to increase by 7.3 per cent between 
2008 and 2033.

Over the 25 year period, the age group that is projected to increase the most in size in Aberdeenshire is the 75+ age group. This is the same as for Scotland as a whole.

Age group

Population Projections

Percentage change in population in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2008-2033 (2008-
based projections)

Components of projected population change for Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2008-
2033 (2008-based projections)

Projected years
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Household estimates for Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2002-2010

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
92,317 93,727 95,597 97,401 98,774 100,191 101,516 102,626 103,770 1.1% 6.5%

2,211,025 2,229,535 2,249,160 2,271,353 2,291,415 2,314,359 2,332,457 2,345,304 2,357,424 0.5% 3.8%

Number of dwellings in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, June 2002-2010

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
98,380 99,654 101,357 102,864 104,226 105,503 106,850 108,051 109,552 1.4% 6.5%

2,338,324 2,356,176 2,376,915 2,396,782 2,416,071 2,440,596 2,460,883 2,476,157 2,488,496 0.5% 3.8%

The 2010 estimate of the number of dwellings in Aberdeenshire is 109,552. This is an increase of 1.4 per cent from 2009 and compares to a 0.5 per cent increase across Scotland as a whole.

% change      
2005-2010

% change      
2009-2010

% change      
2005-2010

Year

Aberdeenshire
Scotland

Households & Dwellings

The 2010 estimate of the number of households in Aberdeenshire is 103,770. This is a 1.1 per cent increase in the 2009 figure of 102,626, compared to a 0.5 per cent increase in Scotland as a whole. The proportion 
of these households receiving a single adult Council Tax discount is 29 per cent. For Scotland, this figure is 38 per cent.

% change      
2009-2010

Aberdeenshire

Number of households in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2002-2010 Number of dwellings in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 2002-2010

Types of dwelling in Aberdeenshire, 2010 Proportions of dwellings by Council Tax band in Aberdeenshire, 2010

Year

Scotland

With regards to the dwellings in Aberdeenshire, 95 per cent are occupied, 4 per cent are vacant and 1 per cent are second homes. The proportions of dwellings in Scotland which are vacant and second homes are 
2.8 per cent and 1.4 per cent, respectively.
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Base-year Projected number of households

2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 2033

28,330 32,170 36,620 41,430 46,240 51,030 49%

4,520 5,140 5,770 6,500 7,350 8,210 46%

44,010 47,890 51,930 55,020 56,620 57,360 12%

24,660 23,210 21,750 20,700 20,410 20,570 -27%

101,520 108,410 116,070 123,660 130,610 137,170

2,331,250 2,440,440 2,549,930 2,645,300 2,731,760 2,812,520 21%

Base-year Projected number of households

2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 2033

7,230 8,650 9,590 9,400 9,160 9,590 17%

27,340 24,890 24,240 27,070 29,900 30,960 8%

31,330 33,890 35,060 33,260 30,730 30,430 2%

22,770 25,960 29,190 31,010 33,000 33,550 27%

12,840 15,030 18,000 22,920 27,820 32,650 82%

101,520 108,410 116,070 123,660 130,610 137,170

2,331,250 2,440,440 2,549,930 2,645,300 2,731,760 2,812,520 21%

Total households - Aberdeenshire

Total households - Scotland

30-44 years

45-59 years

60-74 years

75+ years

Household by age of head of household

16-29 years

In Scotland, the number of lone adult households is projected to increase by 49 per cent over the 25 year period. In Aberdeenshire, the number of lone adult households is projected to increase by 80 per cent, and 
the number of larger households in Aberdeenshire is projected to fall, with the number of households of 2 or more adults with children decreasing by 17 per cent over the 25 year period. The average household size 
is projected to decrease from 2.36 in 2008 to 2.12 in 2033. 

33%

The total number of households in Aberdeenshire is projected to change from 101,520 in 2008 to 137,170 in 2033, which is an increase of 35 per cent. In Scotland as a whole, the projected number of households is 
set to increase by 21 per cent over the same 25 year period.

Total households - Aberdeenshire

2 or more adults with 1 or more children

In Aberdeenshire, households headed by 60-74 year olds are projected to increase in number by 47 per cent, and those headed by the 75+ age group are projected to increase in number by 154 per cent between 
the years 2008 and 2033.

Projected number of households in Aberdeenshire and Scotland, 
2008-2033

-17%

Projected percentage change in household, by household type, in Aberdeenshire and 
Scotland, 2008-2033

Total households - Scotland
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Household Projections
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Data Sources - 15/12/2011

Population Update the 'Total population' and 'latest MYE' worksheets
Data Source Next update due Link
Current population estimates Mid-year Population Estimates Scotland: Table 1 TBC after Census http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/estimates/mid-year
Time series population estimates Population Estimates Time Series Data (first table in the list) TBC after Census http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/estimates/mid-year/time-series.html

Births Update the 'Fertility', 'Popular names', and 'Births' worksheets
Data Source Next update due Link
Fertility rates Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 3.8 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables
Popular names Vital Events Popular Forenames: Table 3 Dec-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/births/popular-names
Births Births Time Series Data: Table 'Births by Council Area, by sex, 1997 to…..' Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/births/time-series.html

Deaths death' and 'VE ref table - 6.3 (cause)' worksheets
Data Source Next update due Link
Deaths Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 5.2 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables
Death rates Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 5.2 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables

Mid-year Population Estimates Scotland: Table 2 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/estimates/mid-year
Cause of death Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 6.3 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables

Migration Update the 'Migration2', 'Migration 3', and 'total migration' worksheets
Data Source Next update due Link
Total migration Total Net Migration by Council Area by Single Year of Age and Sex TBC after Census http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/migration/mig-stats/total.html

Life Expectancy update the 'LE' worksheet
Data Source Next update due Link
Life exp. at birth Life Expectancy for Administrative Areas within Scotland: Tables 6 and 7 Oct-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/life-expectancy/admin-area
Life exp. at age 65 Life Expectancy for Administrative Areas within Scotland: Table 10 Oct-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/life-expectancy/admin-area

Marriages & Civil Partnerships
Data Source Next update due Link
Civil Partnerships Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 1.3 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables
Total Marriages Vital Events Reference Tables: Table 1.3 Aug-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables
Marriages by 10yr age groups Request from Vital Events branch NA email: customer@gro-scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Pop Projections change' worksheet
Data Source Next update due Link
Population projections Population Projections for Scottish Areas: Table 2 Feb-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/projections/sub-national
Components of change Population Projections for Scottish Areas: Table A Feb-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/population/projections/sub-national

Household & Dwellings Dwellings' and 'Characteristics of Dwellings' worksheets
Data Source Next update due Link
Household estimates Estimates of Households & Dwellings: Table 1 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/estimates
Dwellings estimates Estimates of Households & Dwellings: Table 2 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/estimates
Dwelling types Estimates of Households & Dwellings: Table 9 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/estimates
Dwellings by Council Tax band Estimates of Households & Dwellings: Table 5 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/estimates

Household Projections 'Household Proj by age of head' and 'Projected Average household Size' 
Data Source Next update due Link
Projected number of households Household Projections for Scotland: Tables 7, 8, 9, 10 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/projections
Head of household data Household Projections for Scotland: Tables 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/projections
Projected household size Household Projections for Scotland: Table 17 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/projections
% change in household size Household Projections for Scotland: Table 5 May-12 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/households/projections
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